NECOA general meeting minutes for 12/2/2008 at the HAFB Minuteman Officers Club


LT Guardia opened the meeting by discussing the overview of the elections.  He stated that he was hoping by Friday December 5, 2008 to have the candidates biographies posted on the NECOA Website. The members will then have 2 weeks to vote, followed by the winners being announced. 
LT Guardia spoke of RADM Milner’s “Thank You’s” e-mail to the members who participated in the Puerto Rican Parade in NYC, former SG Julius Richmond service in Boston, the 5/12/08 Welcome Home event and various NECOA Aide to Camp activities. 
LT Guardia described the work of various NECOA committees such as the Recruitment and Retention Committee in recruiting new members as well as clearing the NECOA membership roster of former members who have moved to different duty station but are still listed on the NECOA membership and contacting local COA members about joining NECOA.

LT Guardia spoke of recent updates to the NECOA Website where meeting minutes are posted and items are now and will be available soon to buy. The plan is to use the web site as possible listserve for NECOA to send out blanket e-mails to the membership.
He stated that we hope to have money to have money for local NECOA scholarships, and buying to sell membership pride items i.e. soft briefcase bag, CDR Tim Pappalardo’s information card, and NECOA drink coaster sales. Another idea is to have guest speakers at future meetings and suggestions for guest speakers were retirement info, USAA or a TSP representative.

A question was raised regarding if sales tax needs to be paid due to selling items. He stated sales on Hanscom AFB are exempt from sales tax.  Also, if 3 events or less a year are recorded, sales taxes are not paid.

There was then an informal question and answer period with every one present;
Where to go for uniforms: Portsmouth, Newport or Groton have selections of uniform items with Newport and Groton having the best selection.
An alternate meeting location was discussed with the option of the “Bunker” in Maynard, MA. was mentioned as well as possibly Devens BOP.
LT Guardia said he would send everyone present an email he received from the HSO-PAC regarding the rewriting of the annual COER format.

He also mentioned that there is now a supervisor’s specific section on the USPHS website for non-Corps Supervisors.

Billet system restructuring was discussed and it was mentioned that the BOP restructured billets prior to the USPHS doing so.

The existence of a new PHS chat room was discussed and it was suggest that you watch what you post or say there.

LT Guardia reminder everyone that the next NECOA meeting was tentatively scheduled for May of 2009 when there will be a BLS renew course scheduled prior to the evening meeting at HAFB. He also discussed a meeting schedule for the next year and that it is hard to have a meeting in the summer.

Treasurer’s report: Treasury money equals $2548.81.00 since we just received 943.00 from National COA. We apparently have to ask for the money from National COA annually since we do not automatically receive it from National COA.
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