NECOA general meeting minutes 5/6/2008 at the HAFB Minuteman Officers Club


RADM Mike Milner first spoke to the 17 people present during dinner and there was a Q & A afterwards. He spoke and discussed the Greater Boston Federal Executive Board "Welcome Home Event" for Operation Enduring Freedom/Operation Iraqi Freedom veterans. This event is being run by the VA Boston Healthcare System and will be on Saturday, May 17, in Waltham, MA. RADM Milner wanted to know if we would volunteer to be involved with this event as the NECOA. The event will be a general support event for the returning Commonwealth of Massachusetts military members, a PHS recruiting event and opportunity for PHS to show what we have to offer and a way for the returning military members to get literature and support for any medical needs at the HHS sponsored table. He explained that he was not sure of how we will be utilized, but we may be needed in setting up, cooking, serving, clean up, staffing a recruiting booth, etc. He said to wear the khaki uniforms while there and bring an apron in case we are asked to cook food.
He also spoke about various relevant PHS activities he was involved with and specifically discussed the newly signed memorandum of understanding with the Veterans Administration for Social Workers, Psychiatric Nurses and other mental health care positions. He spoke to concerns from Federal Bureau of Prisons (BOP) officers about the future of their specific uniforms issues that they have with what they will be wearing at work in the future. It was mentioned that the Devens BOP location is available for a possible future NECOA meeting location and it was discussed about the possibility of arranging a tour of the facility with the Wardens approval.   
He briefly discussed transformation in general and mentioned the fact that $30 million is proposed in the FY 2009 federal budget specifically for transformation activities, but cautioned that this money was also in the FY 2008 budget, but was stripped out prior to approval.

We had a brief general membership meeting following RADM Milner’s talk regarding the following items: 
We further discussed the "Welcome Home Event" for Operation Enduring Freedom/Operation Iraqi Freedom veterans and it was determined that anyone interested should e-mail LT Guardia so he could get a final list to RADM Milner to get on the participants list.

We discussed the updated/corrected NECOA website and our plan to get our e-mail listserve up and running.

LCDR Fajardo briefly discussed the fact that we had ordered 100 gold PHS logo’d drink coaster to sell at tonight’s meeting, at the COF Symposium in June and to anyone who wanted to buy them. They are $15.00 each and she some of the coasters with he for everyone to see. It was mentioned that the May issue of the COA "FrontLine" publication has an advertisement in it for our coaters sales on the very last page. She also discussed the possibility of eventually buying PHS logo’d soft vinyl briefcase to sell and she had an example of one for everyone to see. The issue of paying taxes on these coasters was discussed and it was determined that the Executive Board would look into this issue further with national COA and it was decided that since we were on a federal tax free military base, selling the coasters (or any other fund raising items) here would be non-taxable.
CDR Perlman’s treasurer’s report was discussed. It showed that the NECOA has $ 478.17 in its banking account. The NECOA checking account is through Hanscom Federal Credit Union and is a service fee free account. 
LT Guardia reported that prior to tonight’s NECOA meeting a Basic Life Support (BLS for health care providers) refresher course took place at the base clinic. Four NECOA officers participated in the refresher course and were BLS re-certified. This BLS refresher course will be offered annually to all NECOA members prior to the May general membership meeting. 

He also stated that we hope to plan the next general membership meeting for sometime in October or November, 2008, unless at meeting at the Devens BOP location was arranged sometime over the summer.
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